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2 A SEASON OF BANGLA DRAMA

I am thrilled that A Season of Bangla 
Drama will return to stages across 
Tower Hamlets this November with 
a great line-up of twelve theatrical 
productions, two of which will be 
coming from overseas.

A hundred years on from some 
women in the UK getting the vote, A 
Season of Bangla Drama 2018 sees a 
real celebration of womanhood with 
female protagonists in a variety of 
key roles. There is an exploration of 
gender and equality, nods to the anti-
racism movement, and a prominent 
theme of freedom and the fight for 
national identity. The drama reflects 
on ideology and changing values in 
a fast-paced world as well as using 
more light hearted comical and 
classic musical theatre. Tagore is 
ever-present with a youth element. 

This fantastic festival of drama 
incorporates politics, history, fact 
and fiction with women in many 
leading roles. It provides a snapshot 
of society that exposes frailty and 
moral strength of the age-old human 
condition. 

All are relevant to the cross-cultural 
influences of British-Bengali life in 
21st Century east London and there’s 
plenty to laugh (and cry) about along 

with music, song 
and dance to 
remind us of the 
life-affirming 
power of theatre! 

The festival will 
be showcased 
from 2 – 25 
November at 
a variety of 
venues. The main programme of 
performances will be supplemented 
by a fringe programme of talks, walks 
and exhibitions. 

I am delighted to support this season 
for another year and hope you enjoy 
the programme of events on offer.

 

John Biggs 
Mayor of Tower Hamlets

A SEASON OF
Welcome to

BANGLA DRAMA
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PURBANAT CIC PRESENTS 

BRICK LANE 78 
Friday 2 - Saturday 3 
November
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm
BRADY ARTS CENTRE
English | 75 minutes  
£10/£8 concessions 
www.purbanat.com

SYNOPSIS
Altab Ali was a Bangladeshi garment 
worker who was murdered by 
three teenagers on 4 May 1978 in a 
racist attack. It triggered the mass 
mobilisation of the local Bengali 
community. This was a defining 
moment for British-Bangladeshis 
who for the first time, stood up to 
defend their identity, rights and 
dignity against the propaganda 
and activities of the far right. With 
the current new wave of white 
supremacy and aggression not only 
in the UK, but across Europe and on 
the other side of the Atlantic, this 
moment in 1978 is still relevant as 
this legacy continues with stories of 
defiance and the struggle against 
oppression and intolerance. 

This is a fictional story, based on true 
events.

ABOUT THE COMPANY
Purbanat is an established theatre 
company in the West Midlands 
and a creative home for new plays, 
performers and creative people. 

CREDITS
WRITER: Murad Khan 
DIRECTOR: Sudip Chakroborthy 
SCRIPT MENTOR: Peter Cann 
STAGE MANAGER: Ronica Syed and  
Abu Haider Chowdhury  
MUSIC: Paven Chand
SET: Zayed Khan and Abu Haider 
Chowdhury
LIGHT: Sudip Chakroborthy
COSTUME: Afrin Huda Tora and 
Sumita Khan
PROPS: Zayed Khan and Risna Haq
PRINT DESIGN:Arup Baul
PROMOTION AND VOLUNTEER SUPPORT:
Ronnie Mirza, Shamima Chowdhury, 
Shuvagata Dey, Shefali Akhter, Jakir
Chowdhury, Shamsul Alam, Rozi 
Sarkar, Rana Meher, Khalid Mia, Risna
Haq, Rasanaha Khan, Abdul 
Muntakim, Ashim Chakraborty, 
Najmul Alba Opu, Juyel Raaj, 
Rashedul Kabir, Mehrab Era
CAST: Annil Mittoo, Prati Bha, Ronica 
Syed, Rajib Jebtiq, Murad Khan, Tom 
Hendryk, Simon Williamson, Curtis 
Talbot
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MUKUL & GHETTO TIGERS PRESENT

TO FATHER A NATION 
Saturday 3 – Sunday 4 
November
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm
RICH MIX
English/Bangla | 70 minutes  
£10/£8 concessions 
www.mukulandghettotigers.com

SYNOPSIS
The turbulent years of the Indian 
subcontinent during and after 
partition are the setting for this 
political story of activism, liberation 
and mortality. The play presents the 
history of the Indian subcontinent 
from the struggle against colonial 
rule to the creation of Bangladesh 
through the eyes of three characters 
– principally Mujib-ur-Rahman, Indira 
Gandhi and Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, who 
have met in the hereafter to dissect 
the historical upheaval that upended 
colonial rule in 1947. 

Each has played a role in the creation 
of Bangladesh, prior to being either 
assassinated or executed. The stakes 
couldn’t be higher for an individual, 
or for a nation.

This is a fictional story, based on true 
events.

ABOUT THE COMPANY
Mukul & Ghetto Tigers is based 
in east London and works on the 
premise that theatre is a medium 
for exploration, provocation and 
innovation, as well as a reminder of 
social and individual responsibilities. 

By taking a fresh look at the classics, 
both western and sub-continental, 
they aim to mentor and nurture 
fresh talent alongside established 
artists through collaboration. Mukul 
uses play texts, dance, folk forms, 
music and other expressive arts 
which revel in the diversity of today’s 
multicultural society. 

CREDITS
DIRECTOR: Mukul Ahmed  
DESIGNER: Sophie Jump  
LIGHTING DESIGNER: Paul Micah
STAGE/TOUR MANGER: Charlotte Wilson
PRODUCTION MANAGER: Rez Kabir
CAST: Delwar Hossain Dilu, Suzan 
Kendal, Atik Rahman, Rez Kabir, 
Ankush Ghosh, Sampreeti Sen, 
Swagata Biswas, Tanusree Guha, 
Syeda Queen
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MESSAGE CULTURAL GROUP PRESENTS 

MATIR KHANNA/CRIES OF THE EARTH
Sunday 4 November
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm
BRADY ARTS CENTRE 
Bangla | 60 minutes  
£10/£8 concessions

SYNOPSIS
This tells the tale of retired 
government officer Mr Chowdhury 
and what happens as age and the 
normative practices of contemporary 
life in Britain impact on a man, 
despite the status and respect 
he garnered previously. Is anyone 
really taking care of him when 
he is abandoned to a care home? 
Although this has a British-Bengali 
context, it tells a universal tale of 
21st Century malaise with lives and 
dreams ebbing away while the 
younger generation are increasingly 
self-centred. The human conditions 
of sorrow as well as contentment 
prevail.

ABOUT THE COMPANY
Message Cultural Group started in 
late 1999 and has grown ever since 
with talented members who are keen 
to spread its messages throughout 
the community using the medium 
of culture. They are based in Tower 
Hamlets and uphold British-Bengali 
values, in order to raise awareness of 
a variety of issues.

CREDITS
WRITER AND DIRECTOR:  
Muhib Chowdhury
PRODUCER: Gulzar Ahmed
SET AND COSTUME: Shahidul Islam
LYRICS: Akil Al Faradi
MUSIC: Nawshad Mahfuz, Jahidul 
Islam, Anwar Hussain 
LIGHT: Shah Alam, Sojlul Haque 
MEDIA: Jahangir Alam, Hasnat 
Chowdhury, Ziaur Rahman
MARKETING: Akhtar Hussain, 
Mohammad Ali
CAMERA: Didat Ahmed Arafat
CAST: Gulzar Ahmed, Muhib 
Chowdhury, Shahidul Islam, 
Akthar Hussain, Mohammad Ali, 
Jahangir Alam, Shah Nessar Ali, 
Abdul Mukabbir Jahedi, Wafia 
Islam, Naveen Chowdhury, Naqib 
Chowdhury
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THE FILIM COMPANY PRESENTS 

HITM4N INC

SYNOPSIS
This dark workplace comedy is 
set against the backdrop of an 
assassination agency. Contract killers 
are forced by new legislation to do 
mundane work in an office, for a 
salary. With the pressure of sales 
targets, phone pitches, social media 
and tax returns, it delves into the 
notion of identity; who we think we 
are, who we want to be and who we 
really are. This is a story for anyone 
who works for a living; office politics 
can be deadly!

ABOUT THE COMPANY
The Filim Company are big fans 
of storytelling in all its traditions; 
writing, drawing, live performance 
and film. Telling stories, in all its 
forms, is their thing.

Having spent the last 16 years telling 
stories in many different mediums, 
Filim are now drawing on a range 
of experiences to develop feature 

films, serialised drama, comedy and 
cutting edge dynamic theatre. After 
the success of their irreverent Trilogy 
(Highly Unlikely, Always Unfinished 
and Truly Untold) they return with 
this new play which looks at the inner 
workings of work life!

CREDITS
WRITER AND DIRECTOR: Kayser Foyz
PRODUCER: Kobir Forid and  
Kayser Foyz
LIGHTING: Tracey Hammill
PRODUCTION ASSISTANT:  
Sumna Farhana
CAST: Matthew Ward, Rachel Dobell, 
Noor D Night, Taj Kandula, Rosalyn 
Mitchell, Alexander Lincoln

Thursday 8,  
Friday 9,  
Saturday 10 and  
Sunday  
11 November 
Doors 7pm |  
Show 7.30pm
PINTER STUDIO
English | 70 minutes  
£10/£8 concessions 
www.filim.co.uk
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BISHWO SHAHITTO KENDRO PRESENTS 

THE FLOATING HEARTS 
Saturday 10 November 
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm
BRADY ARTS CENTRE 
Bangla/English | 80 minutes  
£10/£8 concessions

SYNOPSIS
The Floating Hearts portrays the 
lives of five ordinary women stuck in 
the labyrinth of expectations from 
family and society and each carrying 
their own emotional baggage and 
damage. The main protagonists 
include a woman with a disability, 
a woman with a successful career, 
a lesbian, a widow and a deeply 
unhappy, unmarried and childless 
individual. Loss, and a lack of support 
are the key themes, which link them 
together while they stand at life’s 
crossroads and face challenging 
decisions, though in some cases, they 
have limited scope to take control. It 
uses a mixture of English and Bengali 
dialogues with music and potential 
audience interaction.

ABOUT THE COMPANY
Bishwo Shahitto Kendro, London 
(BSKL) commenced its journey 
in 2002 as a non-profit voluntary 
organisation. Following the dictum 
“Alokito Manush Chai: We want 
Enlightened Humans”. BSKL engages 
in creating a ‘home away from home’ 
for the Bangladeshi community to 
cherish and maintain the richness 
and vibrancy of Bengali tradition in 
the heart of this cosmopolitan city.

CREDITS
WRITER: Bulbul Hasan
DIRECTOR: Syeda Saima Ahmed
MUSIC: Shanta Chowdhury, Taslima 
Parvin, Kawssar-e-Zannat
SET DESIGN: Khadija Rahman
LIGHT: Sadeq Ahmed Chowdhury
COSTUME DESIGN: Farah Naz and 
Zahurul Islam Russell 
PROJECT MANAGEMENT:  
Fahmida Begum
PUBLICITY: S M Zakir Hossain
BACK STAGE MANAGEMENT:  
Farhana Alam and Reshma Sultana
CAST: Syeda Saima Ahmed
COMMUNICATIONS AND DOCUMENTATION: 
Ibrahim Aditya 
CAST: Adnin Tarannum, Sharmin 
Jannat Bhutto, Ajanta Deb Roy, 
Anindita Tahsin, Ibtisham Rahman, 
Himu M. Hussain, Zahurul Islam 
Russell, Shoayeeb Chamak, Sarina 
Zayba, Arfuman Chowdhury, Sadeq 
Ahmed Chowdhury 
ADVISER: Shamim Azad 
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NATNANDAN PRESENTS

NAARI O RAAKKHUSHI  
(WOMAN: AN ALTERED IMAGE)
Sunday 11 November 
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm
BRADY ARTS CENTRE 
Bangla | 80 minutes  
£10/£8 concessions

SYNOPSIS
This play exposes the social, cultural, 
and psychological conflicts faced 
by women in our society, and 
particularly those who suffer abuse 
through marginalization, prostitution 
and human trafficking. It tells the 
harrowing story of one such victim 
who has endured violence and rape, 
but seizes a ray of hope when she 
becomes a mother herself. With a 
future to fight for, can she help to 
change society, can she realise her 
dreams, and will her crusade for 
dignity and respect have any results?

ABOUT THE COMPANY
Natnandan is a non-profitable 
voluntary organisation which 
plays an active role in spreading 
messages through theatre and 
raising awareness of a range of 
contemporary issues such as 
violence, rape and child rape, 
trafficking, prostitution, gender 
discrimination, drug addiction, 
the environment and extremism/
religious fundamentalism. 
Natnandan with its charity wing 
‘Colour of Paradise’ is involved with 
social activities, such as helping 
burn/acid victims, abandoned 
children, deprived and lost people, 

and Rana Plaza victims as well as 
raising awareness about AIDS among 
sex workers, and coordinating 
a blood donation programme. 
This production is supported by 
the Ministry of Cultural Affairs in 
Bangladesh.

CREDITS
WRITER: Mosammet Asma Akhter
DIRECTOR: Mosammet Asma Akhter
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR:  
Sayem Murshed Talukder
SET AND LIGHT DESIGN: Faiz Zahir
SOUND DESIGN: Ahsan Shoron
PROPS AND MASK:  
Sayem Murshed Talukder
COSTUME: S. Muid Razzak
PHOTOGRAPHY: S. Muid Razzak
PRODUCTION MANAGER:  
Sayem Murshed Talukder
CAST: Surovi Roy, Mosammet Asma 
Akhter, Ahsan Habib, Methun Sen, 
Ahsan Habib, Sayem Murshed 
Talukder 
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CHANDOSIK PRESENTS 

BIRANGONA (WAR HEROINES)  
Friday 16 November  
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm
BRADY ARTS CENTRE 
Bangla | 70 minutes  
£10/£5 concessions

SYNOPSIS
This play is a female focussed 
exploration of struggle during the 
independence war in 1971 and its 
aftermath. Sacrifice and loss are 
part of the unique plight faced by 
women in any war and the fate 
meted out to many during 1971, 
regardless of background, was 
particularly savage. Humiliation 
was far more common than 
recognition of heroism, and this 
recital performance seeks to 
redress the balance a little by 
recounting the brutal and true 
stories of four individuals who were 
tortured, and despite escaping death, 
continue to suffer as a result of the 
horrific atrocities committed.

ABOUT THE COMPANY
Chandosik is a non-profit 
organisation established in 2016 
dedicated to working with young 
British-Bangladeshi people living 
in the UK, particularly in London, to 
attain a greater understanding of the 
rich cultural heritage of Bangladesh. 
With a regular programme of cultural 
activities, poetry recitations and local 
history tours, Chandosik continues 
to explore and celebrate Bengali 

traditions. The organisation’s work 
also involves the legacy of the 1971 
war in Bangladesh, and aims to shine 
a spotlight on the unsung heroines 
who suffered so terribly.

CREDITS
CAST: Munira Parvin, Rezuan Maruf, 
Arifur Rahman Khondokar, Shatarupa 
Chowdhury, Ziaur Rahman Saklen, 
Afraa Rahman Khondokar, Jakir 
Chowdhury
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EAST INDIA NATYO COMPANY PRESENTS 

THE LAST COMMUNIST   
Saturday 17 November  
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm
BRADY ARTS CENTRE 
English | 75 minutes  
£10/£8 concessions

SYNOPSIS
The story revolves around an active 
member of the British Communist 
Party who went into a coma during 
the miners’ strike in 1984 and regains 
consciousness in the completely 
different world of 2018. The hope that 
he, as a trade union official, had for a 
brighter and more prosperous future 
fades as wakes to the realisation 
that his adult son is now jobless and 
impoverished. On a personal and a 
political level this is a bittersweet tale 
of a rediscovered connection and the 
joy of a new generation, along with 
the fears for a social and value system 
in decline. It questions the role of 
ideology and culpability.

ABOUT THE COMPANY
East India Natyo Company (EINC) 
based in the East Midlands, is a 
team of creative minds who have 
a passion for original, fresh and 
thought-provoking drama. Through 
performances, workshops, events 
and the spirit of togetherness and 
harmony, EINC endeavours to take 
the heritage of Bengali culture to a 
higher dimension.

CREDITS
WRITER AND DIRECTOR:  
Srikumar Mallick
CAST AND CREW: Srikumar Mallick, 
Satadeepa Mallick, Srideep Mallick, 
Avneesh Ghosh, Aditi Chaudhuri, 
Debasis Das, Madhusree Ghosh, 
Joydeep Dasgupta, Sudip Das, Asok 
Banerjee, Anamika Banerjee, Oishee 
Ghosh
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AYNA ARTS PRESENTS 

JERA (THE INTERROGATION)
Sunday 18 November  
Doors 6pm | Show 6.30pm
BRADY ARTS CENTRE 
Bangla | 75 minutes  
£10/£8 concessions

SYNOPSIS
This unique one act play revolves 
around the story of a woman who is 
being interrogated by a collaborator 
during the Independence War of 
Bangladesh in 1971. Unlike most other 
plays based on the same issue, this 
play deals with the psychology of the 
collaborators as well as the freedom 
fighters. Apparent weakness belies 
strength and as the story unfolds and 
the true identities and characteristics 
of both protagonists is slowly 
revealed, we learn that the moral 
high ground can shift, particularly 
during war. Appearances can be 
deceptive.

ABOUT THE COMPANY
Ayna Arts is a platform for semi-
professional and professional 
arts practitioners who aspire to 
create high quality, innovative and 
experimental performances. The 
Bangla word ‘Ayna’ in English is 
mirror. Ay-na also means come 
along. Ayna Arts is working in theatre 
and other media for and about the 
community. They aim to reflect the 
inner workings of the mind and soul 
as well as the outer world which 
affects life on an individual and social 
level. Anya hopes to maintain its

established arts audience as well as 
develop new audiences to engage 
with visual and performing arts.  

CREDITS
WRITER: Farid Kamil and adapted by 
Tariq Anam Khan
ADVISORY DIRECTOR: Tariq Anam Khan
DIRECTOR: Apu Chowdhury
PRODUCTION ADVISOR: Murad Khan
LIGHT, SOUND AND TECHNICAL DIRECTOR:  
Nasirul Hoque Khokon and  
Jules Deering
SET AND PROPS: Zayed Ahmed Khan
COSTUME: Tutul Ahmed
PRODUCTION TEAM:
Luthfur Rahman, Tahera Khanam, 
Zoha Habibullah, Murad Chowdhury, 
Mahi Masum, Sabreena Zareen 
Laboni, Ahmad Ahsan Sujan, Rafiqur 
Rahman Chowdhury Dipu and 
Gulsun Ara Luna
CAST: Jesmin Chowdhury,  
Apu Chowdhury
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RADHA RAMAN SOCIETY PRESENTS 

BEDER MEYE JUSNA – THE CLASS 
CONFLICT
Sunday 18 November  
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm
RICH MIX 
Bangla/English | 80 minutes  
£10/£8 concessions 
www.radharamanleeds. 
wordpress.com

SYNOPSIS
This form of musical theatre with 
live folk music and dazzling dance, 
evolved in ancient Bengal. The story 
revolves around a snake charmer 
and his daughter, a prince, and 
a poisonous snake. The prince is 
dying from the wound inflicted by 
the serpent and only Jusna can 
save him by conjuring the sweetest 
sounds from a special flute. The king 
promises her whatever her heart 
desires if she can save his son, and 
her heart is won over by the prince.  
Will love prevail over class conflict, 
and will the king keep his promise?

ABOUT THE COMPANY
Radha Raman Society is a 
community arts organisation that 
celebrates the richness and quality 
of Bengali colourful folk music and 
dance as serious art forms and 
aims to promote it to the young 
Bengali global diaspora as well as 
to audiences from diverse cultural 
backgrounds in the west through 
musical fusion and collaboration. 
The society also explores and profiles 
the philosophical and humanistic 

connections with folk music, dance 
and other collaborative art forms. 
They are particularly keen to promote 
the unique Bengali art form called 
Pala Gaan (Bengali opera/Bengali 
folk ballad) which derives from 
ancient rural theatre. They organise 
two successful festivals each year 
to engage audiences from diverse 
communities e.g. Baul and Vaishnav 
Music Festival, RadhaRaman Folk 
Festival.

CREDITS
ADAPTED AND DIRECTED BY:  
T M Ahmed Kaysher
CAST AND MUSICIAN: Chandni, Sohel 
Ahmed, Sarwar E Alam, Amith Dey, 
Jessy Barua, Shamim Shahan 
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KIDS FOR KIDS PRESENTS 

CHATURANGO-4 ACTS  
Saturday  
24 November   
Doors 7pm |  
Show 7.30pm
BRADY ARTS CENTRE 
Bangla/English |  
100 minutes  
£10/£8 concessions

SYNOPSIS
Chaturongo comprises four short 
stories in which children are 
central. It consists of Kabuliwala, 
Postmaster, The Home coming 
(Chuti) and The Child Returns 
(Khoka Babur Portabartan). With 
inquisitive minds as well as the 
emotional turmoil impacted 
by adults, all four acts are as 
relevant today as they were in 
Tagore’s time. A young cast 
deals with some very adult themes 
including mortality, fostering and 
homelessness, as well as the unusual 
relationship between a father and a 
son. On a more positive note, they 
also portray the exuberance and 
innocence of youth. Two dramas will 
be in Bengali and two dramas will be 
in English.

ABOUT THE COMPANY
Kids for Kids - An independent drama 
group which focuses on connecting 
British Asian children with their 
culture here and with their roots. The 
group has previously participated in 
A Season of Bangla Drama with Post 
Office and A Thousand Cranes. 

CREDITS
WRITER: Rabindranath Tagore
DIRECTOR: Arpita Ray
TECHNICAL SUPPORT: Reshma, Nandini, 
Sanjana, Teerna, Sayantini
CAST: Shrey, Tista, Gargi, Solan, 
Manan, Iman, Noynika, Arya, Jayita, 
Suman, Suman, Sumana, Arpita, 
Pallabi, Sourav, Dipankar and Anirban
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NAGORIK NATYA SAMPRADAYA PRESENTS

OPEN COUPLE 
Sunday 25 November    
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm 
Matinee performance 2pm
BRADY ARTS CENTRE 
Bangla | 60 minutes  
£10/£8 concessions

SYNOPSIS
Can a married couple have an open 
relationship or is there a double-
standard between men and women? 
This tale of a particular marriage 
begins with a focus on the husband 
and his desire to have extra-marital 
affairs, much to the chagrin and 
despair of his wife. In a turn of events, 
when his wife accepts the notion 
of an open relationship and strikes 
up her own affair, she enjoys the 
sense of liberation, and her husband 
is at his wits end! Jealousy comes 
to the fore in this classic farce and 
this satire explores whether an 
open relationship can ever be truly 
successful.

ABOUT THE COMPANY
Nagorik Natya Samprayada was 
established in 1968, and celebrated 
its 50th anniversary this year. 
Joining us from Bangladesh for 
this year’s festival, this renowned 
theatre troupe has won multiple 
awards over the years for both 
acting and contribution to theatre.  
Having worked across the globe 
and having nurtured a whole 
generation of widely respected 
theatre professionals, Nagorik are 

now universally recognised. They 
have embraced the challenge of 
adapting western scripts for Bengali 
audiences, and worked across a 
number of genres.

CREDITS
WRITER: Dario Fo and Franca Rame, 
adapted by Sara Zaker
DIRECTOR: Sara Zaker
LIGHT DESIGN: Nasirul Huq Khokon
MUSIC DESIGN: Tilon Sangma
Production Management; 
Fakhruzzaman Chowdhury
STAGE MANAGEMENT:  
Farzana Mithu, Rizvi 
CAST: Sara Zaker, Ziaul Hasan Kislu
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ENAMUL HOQUE PRESENTS

EXHIBITION: MOVEMENT IN DE STIJL
Thursday 1 –  
Sunday 25 
November    
BRADY ARTS CENTRE 

In 2012, Enamul Hoque read 
this innocent yet incredibly 
provocative statement; 
‘Photography cannot record 
abstract ideas…’. This was stated 
with such unquestionable 
certainty and self-assurance that 
he couldn’t help but think of a 
way to challenge its authority. 
Can photography – such an 
expressive art form – really be 
incapable of recording abstract 
ideas?

Hoque set out to answer this 
question by creating a modern 
abstract photography project.

Movement in De Stijl project aims to 
show how photography can replicate 
the abstract harmony of the De Stijl 
movement, and in doing so, record 
abstract ideas. It uses modern HDR 
digital photography and the Harris 
Shutter process to create abstract 
images that have little or no point of 
reference. In essence, he has sought 
to use the medium of photography 
not to represent the world, but to 
create abstract images which use 
form, line and colour alone to evoke 
harmony and order.

De Stijl is a Dutch artistic movement 
founded in 1917 with the aim of 
expressing a utopian ideal of 
spiritual harmony and order by 
reducing everything down to the 
essentials of form and colour. It is the 
simplification of visual compositions 
to vertical and horizontal directions 
using only primary colours. Hence 
the importance of the Harris Shutter 
technique in this project – which only 
uses three primary colours.
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RESTLESS BEINGS PRESENTS

EXHIBITION: ON THE MARGIN 
Friday 2 – Sunday 25 
November     
KOBI NAZRUL CENTRE

This exhibition of photographs, 
art, writing and more gives an 
insight into the lives and thoughts 
of Rohingya children living in the 
refugee camps in Bangladesh. 
Forced to flee their homes and 
ancestral land in Burma, thousands 
of Rohingya children now make up 
the population of the world’s largest 
and most congested refugee camp. It 
brings together real accounts of their 
journey, their day to day lives and 
their inner thoughts about the future 
from the heart of the camps. 

Restless Beings are an international 
human rights organisation and 
British charity focused on supporting 
marginalised and persecuted 
communities across the world. 

Projects range from children’s, 
women’s and refugee rights and 
the organisation works across 
Kyrgyzstan, Bangladesh, Burma, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, India, Kashmir 
and beyond. Street children who are 
caught up in the world of drugs and 
prostitution, women who have been 
neglected their rights and forced into 
marriage and vulnerable to rape and 
kidnapping, communities who have 
been abused and made stateless and 
pushed to neighbouring countries 
as refugees – are all at the heart 
of the organisation’s work and the 
communities it dedicates itself to. 

Restless Beings is based in London 
and is a voluntary run organisation 
which has for the last 10 years 
been running on the passion, 
commitment and time of students 
and professionals from across the UK. 
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PEUT-PORTER & PARAA PRESENTS

#NARISHOKTI AND BANGLADESH 
FASHION REVOLUTION 
Sunday 4 November    
Doors 4pm | Starts 4.30pm 
BRADY ARTS CENTRE 
FREE 
www.peut-porter.com  
www.paraa.org.uk 

During August 2018, Peut-Porter, 
a London based interrogative 
design studio started a long-term 
collaboration with Dhaka based 
architecture & design studio Paraa. 
Both studios use a critical and 
politically informed design approach. 
Their ongoing project ‘Nari Shokti’ 
reflects on the role and social 
situation of women in Dhaka and 
asks a diverse public to collaborate 
through workshops, street 
performances and critical design 
education.

Nari Shokti – Bengali for ‘strong 
women’ reacts to the Sufragettes’ 

100 year anniversary in the UK and 
takes its starting point in looking at 
Bangladesh’s economic powerhouse 
– the ready-made garments industry. 
Through dedicated workshops, a 
working class theatre, a chorus of 
costumes and masks, performances 
were presented by garment workers, 
young dancers, women living in and 
around Kamalapur Railway Station, 
actors from Prachyanat Theatre and 
students from BUFT University across 
four public sites in Dhaka; Kamalapur 
Railway Station, Shilpakala Theatre, 
TSC and Shahbag on 31st August 
2018.

Peut-Porter, along with Paraa will 
share their experiences, give critical 
insights followed by a Q&A session. 

This project was supported by British 
Council UK, Ravensbourne University 
London, Prachyanat Theatre, BGMEA-
BUFT, Hamid Fabrics, Prabartana, 
Shadona and NDBUS.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2018
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

1-25 NOVEMBER 
EXHIBITION: 
MOVEMENT IN DE 
STIJL  
BAC

COMEDY: 
NAVEED  
MAHBUB 
BAC

TALK:  
FAKE NEWS AND 
TRUE NEWS 
QMUL FREE

THEATRE 
UNCONFERENCE 
KNC 11AM FREE
TALK: THE 
KINGDOM OF 
ARAKAN 
QMUL FREE

HITM4N 
QMUL

TALK: SOCIAL 
MEDA IS THE  
NEW BENGALI 
COOL 
BAC FREE

BENGALI 
HISTORY  
WALK 
ALTAB ALI PARK 
11AM

FILM
SCREENING:
LEGEND OF THE 
LOOM 
KNC FREE

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

1

5 6 7 8

12 13 14 15

19 20 21 22

26 27 28 29

More info: 020 7364 7900  
festivalsandevents@towerhamlets.gov.uk  
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/arts



FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

BRICK LANE 78 
BAC
2-25 NOVEMBER 
EXHIBITION: ON 
THE MARGIN 
KNC

BRICK LANE 78 
BAC
TO FATHER A 
NATION 
RM

TO FATHER A 
NATION 
RM
MATIR KANNA 
BAC
#NARISHOKTI 
4PM BAC FREE

HITM4N 
QMUL
SCRATCH NIGHT 
BAC FREE

HITM4N 
QMUL
MONKA SANGEET 
KNC
THE FLOATING 
HEARTS  
BAC

HITM4N 
QMUL 
READING:TERROR 
BAC 4PM FREE
NAARI O 
RAAKKHUSHI 
BAC

BIRONGONA 
(WAR HEROINES) 
BAC

ANIMATION 
WORKSHOP 
BAC 1-4PM
THE LAST 
COMMUNIST 
BAC

SUNDAY IS  
SAREE DAY 
BAC 12-5PM 
FREE
JERA BAC 
6.30PM
BEDER MEYE 
JUSNA RM

HOPE N MIC 
BAC £5

TALK:
SARA ZAKER 
BAC 5PM FREE
CHATURANGO-
4ACTS BAC 
RAAGA IS A 
HUMAN RIGHT 
KNC £5

OPEN COUPLE 
BAC  
+ MATINEE 2PM

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

2 3 4

9 10 11

16 17 18

23 24 25

30

VENUES
Brady Arts 
Centre (BAC)
192-196 
Hanbury 
Street, E1 5HU

Kobi Nazrul 
Centre (KNC) 
30 Hanbury 
Street, 
E1 6QR 

Rich Mix (RM) 
5-47 Bethnal 
Green Road, 
E1 6LA

Queen Mary  
University 
of London 
(QMUL) 
Mile End 
Road,  
E1 4NS

Doors open 7pm,  
shows start at 7:30pm sharp  
(unless otherwise stated) 
Tickets cost £10/£8 concessions 
(unless otherwise stated) 
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To book tickets please go to  
http://aseasonofbangladrama2018.eventbrite.com 
Booking fees apply
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BRICK LANE CIRCLE PRESENTS

LONDON BANGLA PRESS CLUB PRESENTS

COMEDY AND SEMINAR WITH  
NAVEED MAHBUB

TALK: FAKE NEWS AND TRUE NEWS

Monday 5 November  
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm
BRADY ARTS CENTRE 
£10/£8 concessions

Come along for an evening of 
laughter as well as a few insights 
into what makes the comedy scene 
in Bangladesh work, and how it 
is developing. This is a seminar 
with a difference which explores 
what makes us giggle along with 
the history of the various forms of 
comedy; physical, jokey jokes, slap-
stick, stand-up, improv, ‘Saturday 
Night Live’, late night shows and 
more. Are there any dos and 

don’ts? How is it used beyond 
entertainment? Does comedy play 
a part in the context of health, social 
messaging, corporate and education. 
This will be followed by a Q&A – and a 
chuckle or two!

Tuesday 6 November  
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm
ARTS ONE, PINTER STUDIO, 
QMUL 
FREE

In these challenging times when 
world-leaders question what the 
media constitutes as facts, come 
along for a panel discussion on the 
increasingly challenging issue of 
what news is trustworthy? A panel of 
experienced journalists explore the 
difficult issue of how to move forward 
and still be trusted by their readers, 

viewers and listeners. Are journalists 
and the media complicit or are the 
media a target themselves?
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#LOVETHEATREDAY PRESENTS

RESTLESS BEINGS PRESENTS

THEATRE UNCONFERENCE/
THEATRECAMP UK

TALK: THE KINGDOM OF ARAKAN

Wednesday 7 November         
11am – 3pm
KOBI NAZRUL CENTRE
FREE

Come along to this forum for 
anyone who attends, enjoys, works 
with or wants to work in theatre. 
Attendees will have an opportunity 
to pitch ideas of what to talk about.  
It’s a chance to discuss ideas in 
a nurturing environment which 
encourages dialogue. Or you might 
just want to listen.  

People share their ideas for a session 
and four or five are chosen. Those 
not speaking can choose which talk 
they’d like to attend. 

The talks are usually less than an 
hour. As a speaker, this doesn’t 
mean you’re forced to talk for an 

hour though – it only means you get 
the conversation going with your 
thoughts/ideas and others join in 
with theirs. 

Not a one-way street but a 
conversation – a participative day 
for exploring ideas and challenging 
norms.

Wednesday 7 November         
Doors 7pm, Starts 7.30pm
ARTS ONE, PINTER STUDIO, 
QMUL 
FREE

The Kingdom of Arakan is the 
subject of this evening’s activities 
including a talk on the real history 
of the Rohingya community and 
their genocide, a panel discussion 

of academics, 
activists and 
key Rohingya 
community 
leaders, spoken 
word piece 
and short film 
screening by international human 
rights organisation. This will be 
followed by a Q&A which will explore 
the controversial and topical issues 
around this persecuted community.



22 A SEASON OF BANGLA DRAMA

A SEASON OF BANGLA DRAMA PRESENTS

SCRATCH NIGHT: GOLPER SHURU/ 
THE STORY BEGINS
Friday 9 November    
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm 
BRADY ARTS CENTRE 
Bangla | 60 minutes  
FREE

A Season of Bangla Drama has 
offered a unique opportunity to 
potential new female writers to 
develop their ideas for performance. 
This performance is a culmination of 
a six week programme and will see 
novice writers Nadia Ali and Syeda 
Tasmia Tahia embark on a mentored 
project, exploring how to translate 
ideas to script and then to stage.

Mentored by the experienced 
Bengali writer/director Rokshana 
Khan, they have explored themes of 
empowerment and challenges faced 
by Bengali women. The first time 
writers Nadia Ali and Syeda Tasmia 
Tahia will explore how their ideas 
translate to a written script and then 
to performance.

This is a 60 min performance 
of the work in progress/scratch 
performance with the reading/
performance of the pieces devised 
by the first time writers, including a 
short presentation on the challenges 
faced by female Bengali writers and 
an opportunity for Q&A.

Mentor: Rokshana Khan

A successful theatre practitioner 
for over 25 years. Born and raised 
in north London, she has written, 
directed and acted in numerous 
plays, in English and Bengali. Very 
active in the east London drama 
community, she continues to teach 
and produce poetry and plays. 

‘My Saree Story-Amar Sharir 
Golpo’ was written and directed by 
Rokshana Khan and debuted as the 
opening performance of ’A Season of 
Bangla Drama’ in Tower Hamlets in 
2016.

Supported by Arts Council England 



SURTAAL PRESENTS

SOHAYA VISIONS PRESENTS

MON KA SANGEET 

READING OF TERROR 

Saturday 10 November   
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm 
KOBI NAZRUL CENTRE 
£10/£8 concessions

Come along for an evening of South 
Asian music, consisting of two key 
classical instruments, the sitar and 
tabla. The inimitable sounds of this 
gorgeous and traditional percussion 
and strings harmony are performed 
by Jonathan Mayer, the son of the 
late Kolkata composer John Mayer, 
on sitar and Yousuf Ali Khan on 
tabla. Both are classically trained and 
highly acclaimed and will be playing 
raaga based pieces and tabla solos.

Surtaal organises and presents a 
variety of high quality programmes 
concerning South Asian music. They 
work with a number of talented 
artists who perform in varied 
programmes, often commissioned, 
and include instrumentalists of sitar, 
sarod, tabla and singers of classical, 
traditional, folk and modern songs 
and also dancers of different styles. 

Sunday 11 November  
4pm  
BRADY ARTS CENTRE 
FREE 
www.sohayavisions.com

Watch work in progress of Sohaya 
Vision’s latest play, Terror, which is 

in development. Take part in the 
creation of this piece of drama by 
inputting your ideas and feedback. 
This drama/reading will recount the 
true story of the night in 2016 when 
gunmen stormed the Holey Artisan 
Bakery in Dhaka. Heroism is pitted 
against petty-minded fanaticism and 
violence in this harrowing tale.

2-25 NOVEMBER 2018 23
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LOUGHBOROUGH UNIVERSITY, MMPI PRESENTS

MOHILA ONGON PRESENTS 

PICTURING BELONGING

SUNDAY IS SAREE DAY

Saturday 17 November   
1pm - 4pm 
BRADY ARTS CENTRE  
FREE

With the help of animator Diwas 
Bisht, a doctoral researcher member 
of the MMPI team, participants will 
produce animations inspired by 
their personal pictures which they 
connect to themes of home, identity 
and belonging. This could involve: 
(re)producing existing photographs 
and images that have special 
importance in the stories of people’s 
lives; working with Diwas to learn 
how to draw pictures that represent 
photographs that participants wish 
they had taken in the past, but 

never had the opportunity to do so; 
recreating photographs that have 
been lost or have degraded over 
time. Through these activities we will 
talk about what photographs mean 
to people and how they work as 
vehicles of memory to connect us to 
the stories of our lives.

Sunday 18 November  
12pm - 5pm 
BRADY ARTS CENTRE  
Women only event

This is a female only event to 
celebrate womanhood through 
both sarees and the Bangladeshi 
delicacy, Pitta. There will be a variety 
of entertainment, stalls and activities 
including saree workshops and a 
fashion show as well as a drama 
performed in Sylheti, traditional 
Bengali music and spoken Bengali 
poetry. Delicious food will also be 
available.

Mohila 
Ongon 
Association is 
a grass roots 
organisation 
which 
represents 
ethnic 
minority women, predominantly 
of Bangladeshi background. It 
was established in 2010 in order to 
organise and promote women and 
women’s causes. Mohila Ongon 
organises a wide range of activities, 
events and educational workshops/
sessions.
No photography
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BRIT BANGLA PRESENTS

SWADHINATA TRUST PRESENTS

TALK: SOCIAL MEDIA  
THE NEW BENGALI COOL 

BENGALI HISTORY WALK 

Tuesday 20 November   
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm 
BRADY ARTS CENTRE  
FREE

From the renowned Rokeya 
Sakhawat Hossain, the first Bengali 
feminist and author of “Sultana’s 
Dream’ to the latest bloggers 
empowering and influencing the 
British-Bengali community. From 
fashion, food and life-style stories, 
social media is a power tool for 
empowerment. Its use as an art form 
by media influencers and bloggers 
for amplifying voices, creating new 
careers, providing communities to 
find a tribe and drawing attention 
to women’s issues reaching global 
audiences.  

The event will be an interactive and 
insightful talk bringing together 
the social media savvy personalities 
covering the reality world of the 
British Asian community through 
their lens. Featuring the Bengali 
food blogger and culinary queen 
Thaminina Haseen, founder of The 
Golden Tiffin, who’s leading the 
Bengali food revolution with her 
Instagram fame.   

Wednesday 21 
November   
11am 
ALTAB ALI PARK   
£10/£8 concessions

The Banglatown walk and talk is 
aimed at anybody interested in 
Bengali migration and settlement in 
the east end. It is an opportunity to 
learn about the Bengali community’s 
history and heritage, and the lives 
of people with diverse backgrounds 

and experiences, values and 
customs, exploring both the value of 
multiculturalism and the tensions it 
creates. The 
walk/talk 
will look at 
the legacy of 
the British 
Empire as 
migration 
from the 
colonies 
continued 
throughout the 20th Century.
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DRIK BENGAL MUSLIN PRESENTS

HOPE N MIC PRESENTS

FILM SCREENING: LEGEND OF THE LOOM

HOPE N MIC 

Thursday 22 November   
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm 
KOBI NAZRUL CENTRE 
FREE

Muslin’s origins are more than a 
thousand years old, globally well 
known as a cotton cloth of legendary 
lightness and distinctive motifs. 
Named as ‘Gangetic Cotton’ during 
Roman times and later as ‘muslin’ 
by Marco Polo in the 13th Century, 
it was produced from a unique 
cotton plant that grew exclusively 
along the banks of the river Meghna 
and Brahmaputra, in what is today 
Bangladesh. This ground-breaking 
film covers the full story of the 

legendary cloth, muslin and the 
declining industry surrounding its 
production. It was shot on location in 
Bangladesh and across UK, Europe, 
Turkey, USA and India, in 4K and in 
English.

Friday 23 November    
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm 
BRADY ARTS CENTRE 
£5 
www.hopenmic.org 

Join Hope n Mic for their last event 
in 2018. This will be an evening of live 
acts from singers, poets, wordsmiths 
and musicians. Hope n Mic is the 
best open mic scene in east London, 
providing a platform for spoken word 
artists, both established and those 
who are new to the scene and giving 

the public an entertaining night out 
for only a £5 donation that goes to 
the charity of the month. 



TALK: SARA ZAKER IN CONVERSATION 
WITH URMEE MAZHER
Saturday 24 November  
Doors 5pm | Show 5.30pm 
BRADY ARTS CENTRE  
FREE

Join Sara Zaker in conversation 
with Urmee Mazher as they weave 
through their wide-ranging careers 
and discuss the highs and lows of 
working in the cultural industry. 

Sara Zaker is an influential and 
prolific figure, as a Bangladeshi 
theatre and television actor, director, 
writer, business entrepreneur and 
social activist. 

Urmee is a political and cultural 
activist in the British-Bangladeshi 

community, and worked for the 
first Bengali TV channel in the UK 
from 1999. She has been proactive in 
raising awareness of various issues 
impacting British-Bangladeshis 
including organising anti-racism 
campaigns. She presents talk shows 
on current affairs and hosts debates.

RAAGA IS A HUMAN RIGHT PRESENTS

RAAGA IS A HUMAN RIGHT
Saturday 24 November    
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm 
KOBI NAZRUL CENTRE 
£5

‘Raaga is a human right’ series 
showcased various Indian and Bangla 
music based on raaga throughout 
2018 in Kobi Nazrul Centre, by 
Surbandhan Society and supported 
by Tower Hamlets Council. Raaga 
Festival 2018 is the climax where 
emerging artists and renowned 
artists who took part in the series, 
come together to showcase, share 
and sample work done throughout 

the year. The festival promotes and 
shares respect and love for raaga 
music and raag based music of South 
Asia and enjoys the very best artists 
and musicians who demonstrate 
a range of applications with raag 
base and with a history of over three 
thousand years of Indian classical 
music, to music lovers in the east end 
of London. 

Come and explore our musical roots 
and shared history of Indian classical 
music, in the last event of 2018.
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‘A’ Team Arts presents 

Raw Talent 
Keep it Real

1 December 2018
Doors Open: 6:30pm – Starting: 7:00pm

Brady Arts Centre, 192-196 Hanbury Street, London E1 5HU

Entertainment Industry Professionals on the judging panel. 
Dancers/ Rappers/ Music Video/ Singers  

If you are aged between 12-19 years (25 with SEN) live, study or work in 
Tower Hamlets come and compete in our contest

AUDITIONS – YOU MUST CALL AND BOOK YOUR SLOT:
25 October – 19 November from 6.30-8.30pm 

Deadline for electronic submissions: 26 Oct – 19 Nov 

TEL: 020 7364 7912 
MOBILE: 07947 884279
EMAIL: canan.salih@towerhamlets.gov.uk
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Betar Bangla broadcasting live, 24 hours a day, 
all over the world.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Ashraf Mahmud Neswar –  
Founder of A Season of Bangla 
Drama, Zakir Khan, Melanie Goldstein, 
Rehan Jamil, Josh McNorton, Natasha 
Clark, Nicola Muir, Martha Rumney, 
Glenford Barnes, Tracy Barbe, Rosa 
Dunn, Adam Hemming, Golam 
Nizam, Subrina Hossain, Farhan 
Masud Khan, Bulbul Hasan, Urmee 
Mazher, Adnan Pavel, Mark Strippel,  
Rob Littlejohn, Mustak Babul, Rukom 
Alom, Robin Haider, Sabina Khan, 
Janice Hill Kocoglu, Ferdous Ahmed, 
Nazifa Ullah, Shamim Hossain,   
Era Ahmed, Cheryl Westmacott, 
Mahbub Rahman and Jessica 
Odubayo

A Season of Bangla Drama is 
organised by Tower Hamlets 
Council’s Arts, Parks and Events 
team.

FESTIVAL PRODUCER:  
Kazi Ruksana Begum
FESTIVAL ASSISTANT PRODUCER: 
Mushahed Ahmed 
CENTRE MANAGER: Jerry Deeks
MARKETING AND PUBLICITY:  
Karen Hubbard and Alison Philcock
PRODUCTION MANAGER:  
Tracey Hammill
LIGHTING AND SOUND OPERATORS:  
Suna Miah, Tom Wilson, and  
Julian Deering
EXHIBITION OFFICER: Jill Fullbrook
FESTIVAL SUPPORT: Bill Cooper, Regina 
Drungilas, Khadiza Begum, Hedayet 
Moula, Tsitrana Suszynsk

Queen Mary University of London,  
in partnership with A Season of 
Bangla Drama

LEAD CPD CO-ORDINATOR: Ali Campbell
DRAMATURGE: Sudip Chakroborthy and 
Dr Canan Salih 
FESTIVAL SUPPORT: Hussain Ismail, Sal 
Morton. Syeda Tasmia Tahia, Smrity 
Azad, Ina Khan, Shah Yusuf Ahmed 
and Faheem Rahman.

SELECTION PANEL: Kazi Ruksana 
Begum, Ali Campbell, Rokshana 
Khan, Karen Hubbard and Dr Canan 
Salih

Log on for 
what’s on!
Brochure 
information 
correct at the time 
of going to print. 
However, this 
may be subject to 
change. For up to 
date programme 
information please refer to our 
website -  
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/arts 

Feedback (and win)!
We would love to hear your views 
about A Season of Bangla Drama.  
Please complete our short survey – 
AND you can be in with a chance to 
win a £30 Amazon voucher.  
Log on to www.towerhamlets.gov.
uk/SBD2018survey

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to everyone involved in 
making A Season of Bangla Drama possible.
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Wedding I Walima I Mehndi I Akikah I Conference I Social & Family Events

www.regentslake.co.uk

www.mintcaterers.co.uk

Bow Wharf
221 Grove Road
London E3 5SN

020 7998 9455

info@regentslake.co.uk
www.regentslake.co.uk

13A Rigg Approach
Leyton

London E10 7QN

020 3302 7870

info@mintcaterers.co.uk
www.mintcaterers.co.uk
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