
For more information call 020 7364 7900
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/arts  @THevents #Bangladrama17

A powerful festival of 
theatre from the 

playful to the political, 
with walks, talks and 

exhibitions

3-26 November 2017

Tower Hamlets Council presents:



2

I am very pleased to welcome you to A Season of Bangla 
Drama, an entertaining and thought-provoking celebration of 
theatre which is produced by Tower Hamlets Council.

Now in its 15th year this unique event continues to go from 
strength to strength, bringing both new and classic drama to 
stages across the borough.

As well as serving up great entertainment for audiences, the season is also a platform 
for writers, actors, directors and producers to develop their craft.

This November there are 13 plays to choose from, written and performed from a British-
Bengali perspective. But this is an inclusive festival – with physical theatre, dance and 
music helping to overcome language barriers and reach out to new audiences. 

The programme ranges from the traditional to the contemporary covering everything 
from life in 21st century London, to migration and the Partition of India.

Themes of justice, morality retribution and gender equality are explored and there are 
a couple of heartbreaking tales of childhood. 

But along with hard-hitting takes on geo-politics and society’s dark underbelly, there is 
humour and insight. The underlying message in many of these stories is one of optimism 
in the face of seemingly insurmountable odds.

A fringe programme of talks, walks and exhibitions, with opportunities for audience 
participation, is there to inform and encourage debate. This guide covers it all. 

I do hope you enjoy this wonderful event.

 

John Biggs 
Mayor of Tower Hamlets

Message from the  
Mayor of Tower Hamlets
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Bishwo Shahitto Kendro presents
The Café 

Friday 3 & Saturday 4  
November 
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm 
Brady Arts Centre 
Bangla/English | 60 minutes 
£8/£5 concessions 

Credits
Director: Syeda Saima Ahmed 
Writer: Bulbul Hasan 
Music: Taslima Parvin, Kawssar-e-Zannat 
Stage decoration: Khadija Rahman 
Light: Sadeq Ahmed Chowdhury 
Costume designer: Sharmin Bhutto  
Project management: Fahmida Begum 
Publicity: S M Zakir Hossain 
Back stage management: Farhana Alam 
Cast: Anindita Tahsin, Arfuman Choudhury, 
Himu M Hossain, Sadeq Ahmed 
Chowdhury, Shah Wahiduzzaman, Shanta 
Chowdhury, Sharmin Jannat Bhutto, 
Shoayeeb Chamak, Zahurul Islam Russell, 
Shamim Azad

Synopsis
The Café is the east London hub for a 
diverse group of British Bengalis who meet 
regularly to reflect on their lives and on 
current affairs. Examining loyalty, identity 
and roots, as well as the fallibility of 
human nature, this satirical play depicts 
the mismatched lives of these characters 
stuck between British mainstream and 
traditional Bengali culture. 

The lucid language uses Horatian satire, 
criticising vices and follies through 
mockery and playful wit.

About the company
Bishwo Shahitto Kendro, London (BSKL) is 
a non-profit voluntary organisation which 
commenced its journey in 2002. BSKL 
has sought to create a ‘home away from 
home’ for the Bengali community in order 
to cherish the rich traditions of Bangladesh 
in the heart of this cosmopolitan city.  
Through a celebration of Bengali arts 
and aesthetics, and a specific focus on 
literature, BSKL aims to build bridges 
between communities and reinforce the 
importance of the cultural legacy inherited 
by the British Bangladeshis.



Eastern Thespians presents
After the Summer 

Saturday 4 & Sunday 5 
November 
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm 
Rich Mix 
English | 90 minutes  
£10/£8 concessions 

Credits
Writer/director: Debasish Banerjee 
Technical support: Isaac Izekor, Ehsaan 
Zaman, Wasim Makeem Javed 
Music: Deyashini Mukherjee, Siddharth 
Basetti, Isaac Izekor 
Photographer: Shobhon Ahmed 
Stage management: Ishika Sengupta, 
Nilanjana Chatterjee, Nilanjana Sengupta, 
Shrabanti Duttagupta 
Cast: Leela Wignaraja, Deyashini 
Mukherjee, Chandrayee Sengupta, 
Siddharth Basetti, Koushik Chatterjee, 
Samrat Sengupta and Debasish Banerjee

Synopsis
A conversation leads to a series of 
flashbacks as a means to interrogate a 
journalist over the late president’s rise 
to power, and what lies behind the drive 
for absolute control. Set in an imaginary 
country, this dark, surreal comedy 
focuses on the socio-political landscape 
in the aftermath of a corrupt and 
unsuitable head of state. The play invites 
comparisons with world leaders in 2017 
and explores the climate of alienation and 
disillusionment which allows such leaders 
to exist.

About the company
Established in 2012, Eastern Thespians is 
a contemporary theatre group based in 
London, drawing on thought, philosophy 
and artforms from both east and west.  
The group is committed to presenting live 
theatre that is vital, thought provoking 
and engaging, which appeals to London’s 
multilingual and multicultural community.
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Purbanat CIC presents
Jahaji 

Sunday 5 November 
Doors 6pm | Show 6.30pm 
Brady Arts Centre 
Bangla/English | 75 minutes  
£8/£5 concessions 

Credits
Writer: Murad Khan 
Director: Murad Khan and Ahmed Ali 
Set and props: Zayed Khan 
Costume: Sumita Khan 
Light operator: Mithu Azad 
Production support: Risna Haq, Mohammed 
Abu H Choudhury and Elahi Hoque Shelu 
Music: Roji Sarkar, Tarak Mukherjee, Sumita 
Ali, Fatema Shamim Chowdhury 
Cast: Afsana Salam, Jebtiq Rajib Haq, 
Murad Khan, Akhter Most Shefali

Synopsis 
Jahaji tells the stories of Bangladeshi 
lascars like Ali, Soidulla, Kanu and Shibani 
who worked on merchant ships and 
migrated to UK in the 60s and 70s. Hard-

working Soidulla’s story is different to that 
of the convivial Ali or laid-back Kanu. We 
also learn the story of Anglo-Indian Hem, 
who grew up with the intention of moving 
to the UK, but found she faced similar 
challenges to others crossing continents. 
Jahaji examines the struggles, dreams, 
pain and fantasies of these diverse lives.

About the company
Purbanat CIC is an established theatre 
company in the West Midlands and 
a home for new plays, performers 
and creative people. Working with a 
variety of partners, the group discovers, 
nurtures and produces drama which 
tells universal stories. Purbanat CIC 
specialises in producing both new plays 
and adaptations of existing international 
written works, and tours theatres and 
community-focused venues throughout the 
Midlands and beyond.

 



Daedalus Theatre Company and Bishwo Shahitto Kendro present 
East 

Friday 10 November 
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm 
Rich Mix 
Bangla/English | 90 minutes  
£8/£5 concessions 

Credits
Writer: devised by the company 
Cast: Shamim Azad, Alia Alzougbi, Paul 
Burgess, Dan Cox, John Heyderman, Ruby 
Hoque, Mozibul Hoque Moni, Farah Naz, 
Ziaur Rahman Saklen, David Solomon and 
Sef Townsend 

Synopsis
East showcases the ongoing work of a 
group of amateurs and professionals 
who celebrate the great tradition of 
storytelling and the richness of the East 
End’s languages and cultures. The East 
storytelling project embraces not only 

the diversity of contemporary Tower 
Hamlets but also its multicultural history, 
from English folk song to the stories of 
immigrant groups that have settled in the 
area. This mixture of stories is combined 
with songs and some instrumental music, 
with plenty of opportunities for audience 
participation. 

About the company 
East is a Tower Hamlets-based, cross-
cultural storytelling group that brings 
together a range of people who live 
in, or are linked to, east London. Led 
by Sef Townsend, Shamim Azad and 
Paul Burgess, it brings together arts 
professionals and community members to 
share stories and songs, often over food. 
The project is collaboration between two 
local arts organisations — Bishwo Shahitto 
Kendro and Daedalus Theatre Company.
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Mad Theatre, Dhaka presents
Noddiyo Notim  

Friday 10 & Saturday 11 
November 
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm 
Brady Arts Centre 
Bangla | 105 minutes  
£10/£5 concessions 

Credits
Writer/director: A S M Asadul Islam 
Team leader: Gias Uddin Ahmed  
Lighting operator: Sudip Chakroborthy 
Cast: A S M Asadul Islam, Sonia Hassan 
and Arjjay Meghdoot 

Synopsis
An autistic child maintains the central role 
in this tribute to poetry and the desire to 
protect the vulnerable. In a newspaper, 
a small advertisement reads: “A full-
time tutor is needed. His/her creativity 
will be considered as his/her personal 
achievement and the salary is very 
lucrative.” Attracted by the salary, a poet 
leaves his previous existence behind to 
take up the tutorship of an autistic child. 
After being dismissed, he once again 
meets the child who reveals a terrible 
secret that the poet takes with him to an 
early grave. This poignant story highlights 
the motives for sacrifice and the powerful 
hold that secrets can have.

About the company
Mad Theatre is a family-run company, 
based in Dhaka, which utilises drama and 
experimental theatre to explore notions of 
sanity and madness within the confines of 
the conscious and sub-conscious mind.
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Mukul & Ghetto Tigers and Tamarind Theatre Company present
Oscar and the Lady in Pink 

Saturday 11 & Sunday 12 
November 
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm 
Arts 1, Pinter Studio, QMUL 
Bangla | 60 minutes  
£8/£5 concessions 

Credits
Writer: Eric Emmanuel-Schmitt and adapted 
by Atik Rahman 
Director: Mukul Ahmed 
Producer: Rez Kabir 
Designer: Isobel Power Smith   
Lighting designer: Paul Micah 
Cast: Atik Rahman, Sangeeta Chowdhury, 
Shamim Visti, Syeda Tasnia Tahsin, Delwar 
Hossain Dilu and Tanusree Guha

Synopsis
Narrator Oscar, a ten-year-old leukaemia 
patient, is all alone in hospital with little 
contact from his heartbroken parents who 
struggle to cope with his terminal illness. 
Feeling isolated, withdrawn and in the 
dark, he is touched and surprised by the 
arrival of a hospital volunteer known as 
the Pink Lady. Blunt and irreverent, but 
with a warmth and honesty that touches 
Oscar’s heart, she helps him live out his 
final days with strength, positivity and 
courage. 

About the company
Mukul and Ghetto Tigers is an east 
London theatre company staging both 
contemporary productions and fresh takes 
on the classics, both western and  
sub-continental.  

The group believes that apart from being 
compelling live entertainment, theatre is 
the alternative voice of exploration and 
even dissent in a democratic society. 

It aims to mentor and nurture fresh 
talent alongside veteran artists in their 
respective fields. 
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Monchoshoilee presents
Ghor Jamai

Sunday 12 November 
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm 
Brady Arts Centre 
Bangla | 120 minutes  
£8/£5 concessions 

Credits
Translator: Golam Sarowar 
Director: Ziaur Rahman Saqlain  
Assistant director: Ruhul Amin 
Production manager: SK Adnan Islam 
Set designer: Sudip Chakroborthy 
Light designer: Humayun Kabir Mahin 
Assistant light designers: Syeda Tasmia 
Tahiya and Md. Shaikhul Islam 
Head of music: Rajib Das and Bijoy Kumar 
Music assistant: Arifuzzaman Syed 
Costume designers: Ayesha Elahi and 
Joyeeta Zulfiqar 
Make-up: Rajib Das 
Props: Arifuzzaman Syed and Jahanara  
Akhter Shimla 
Choreographer: Ziaur Rahman Saqlain  
Assistant choreographer: Jahanara Akhter 
Shimla and Syeda Tasmia Tahiya 
Cast: Ziaur Rahman Saklen, Bijoy Kumar, 
Joyeeta Zulfiqar, Ruhul Amin, Akhter 
Shimla, Humayun Kabir Mahin, Ayesha 
Elahi, Jakir Chowdhury and  
Arifuzzaman Syed

Synopsis
This Bengali adaptation of Molière’s 
George Dandin conveys the message 
that a man cannot be happily married 
when he is not the social equal of his 
wife. A humble man weds a girl from an 
aspirational and nouveau riche household, 
but cannot provide the lavish lifestyle 
desired by his bride. This leads to betrayal 
and adultery on her part, though he can 
never prove it. This light-hearted and 
comic play explores the universal and 
timeless themes of social status, and the 
foundations beneath reputation. It tells this 
moral tale of ‘value’ versus values, and the 
folly of human behaviour.

About the company
Monchoshoilee is a British-Bangladeshi 
theatre group working across drama, 
dance, movement, music, literature and 
education, whose programmes promote 
harmonious cross-community relationships. 
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Sohaya Visions presents
Silent Sisters — Brothers Unhinged 

Friday 17 & Saturday 18 
November 
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm 
Rich Mix 
Bangla/English | 110 minutes  
£8/£5 concessions 

Credits
Writer: Raminder Kaur 
Director: Mukul Ahmed 
Sound designer: Tarun Jasani 
Lighting designer: Paul Micah 
Set and costume designer: Isobel Power-Smith 
Production manager: Giulia Grassili 
Cast: To be confirmed 

Synopsis
This powerful new drama is based on 
British-Asian memories of partition in 1947. 
It evokes the experiences of the millions of 
people who crossed new borders to what 
they hoped was safety. In the process 
hundreds of thousands were abused, 
abducted and killed. Based in Britain 
and what is now Bangladesh, Pakistan 
and India, the drama is a fictional story 
created out of fragments of people’s 
memories, written and oral histories, and 
the force of imagination. It features live 
singing, poetry, movement and music. 
Silent Sisters – Brothers Unhinged focuses 
on the lives of Noor and Amrit in the west 
and Jamal and Krishna in the east around 
the time of the partition of India, their 
legacies are uncannily brought together in 
1980s Britain.

About the company 
Sohaya Visions is an arts company 
dedicated to enhancing internationalism 
and cultural diversity. Established in 2015, 
it is particularly interested in promoting 
South-Asian and British-Asian stories that 
tackle injustice and discrimination.

Reviews of Silent Sisters, 
2016
‘A wonderful piece of work, around a 
very sensitive area, beautifully presented.’ 
(Mayor Raj Sharma, Crawley)

‘Very powerful and could see the 
audience were fully engaged.’  
(Liz Hart, Arts Development Officer)

‘Fan-bloody-tastic…I was blown away by 
it.’  
(Jane Buckley, Crawley Campaign against 
Racism)

‘We laughed and we cried.’  
(Dr Katie McQuaid)



Bangladesh Udichi Shilpi Goshti UK Sangsad presents
Rup Katha  

Saturday 18 November 
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm 
Brady Arts Centre 
Bangla | 90 minutes  
£8/£5 concessions 

Credits
Writer: Dr Masud Ahmed 
Director: Dr Rafiqul Hassan Khan 
Stage manager: Sayeem Choudhury  
Cast: Amina Ali, Eva Ahmed, Ashikol Haq, 
Kazi Nazrul, Helen Islam, Nurul Islam, 
Salim Malik, Shamsuddin Ahmed, Selim 
Mahmood, Namita Dey, Rubel Islam, 
Mohnis Saha, Jalal Ahmed, Shir Bomek, 
Motiur Taj, Hasneen Choudhury, Bijoy, 
Abdul Malek, Firooz Ahmed, Shuporna 
Ashek, Ashim Chakroborthy, Shahab 
Ahmed, Shagupta Sharmin and  
Gopal Das 

Synopsis
A grandmother narrates the fairy tale 
of what happens when a brave and 
caring king dies and his only heir, a 
daughter, takes over to rule in an entirely 
different manner. She becomes a ruthless, 
oppressive and dictatorial queen. Her 
prime minister and advisers do not have 
the best interests of the population at 
heart. The neighbouring country takes 
advantage of this parlous state to try to 
gain more power, adding to the misery 
of the queen’s subjects. Peace and justice 
is only restored through a cunning act of 
identity theft.

About the company
Bangladesh Udichi Shilpi Gosthi UK 
Sangsad believes in using arts and culture 
to celebrate diversity. It is also believes in 
the implementation of equal opportunities 
for all artists and actively supports policies 
aiming to eliminate discrimination on the 
grounds of ethnicity, gender, age, religion 
or disability. 
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Ayna Arts presents
Mukhosh  

Sunday 19 November 
Doors 5pm | Show 5.30pm 
Brady Arts Centre 
Bangla | 90 minutes  
£10/£8 concessions 

Credits
Writer: A Bangla adaptation by Syed 
Shamsul Haque of ‘Death & the Maiden’ 
by Ariel Dorfman 
Director: Apu Chowdhury 
Sound, light and set designer: Shamsul Alam 
Shaheen 
Production team: Murad Chowdhury, Zoha 
Habibullah, Mahi Masum, Sabreena 
Zareen Laboni, Ahmad Ahsan Sujan, , Abu 
Sayed Chowdhury Sadi, Rafiqur Rahman 
Chowdhury (Dipu), Nishat Afza and Pablo 
Khaled 
Cast: Jesmin Chowdhury, Apu Chowdhury 
and Murad Khan

Synopsis
Mukhosh means mask. Set in a 
Bangladesh transitioning to democracy, 
this play explores how a nation can start 
to heal its wounds after years of living 
under a dictatorship. This political and 
moral thriller tells the story of a married 
couple who are working within a new 
legal framework, seeking justice for 
crimes of the past. However, with direct 
experience of suffering through human 
rights abuse and coming into contact with 
the alleged perpetrator, the temptation for 
personal revenge is profound. 

About the company 
Anya Arts is a platform for arts 
practitioners who aim to create high 
quality, innovative performances. The 
Bangla word ‘Ayna’ means mirror.  
Ay-na also means ‘come along’. Working 
in theatre and other media for and about 
the community, Ayna Arts aims to reflect 
the inner human soul as well as the outer 
world which affects us.
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The Rokeya Project presents
Sold  

Thursday 23 – 
Saturday 25 November 
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm 
The Space Theatre  
English | 60 minutes  
£10/£8 concessions 

Credits
Writer/director: Showmi Das 
Lighting designer: Salvatore Salvo

Synopsis
Sold tells the harrowing tale of a girl sold 
into the sex trade. Her horrific journey 
highlights the terrible plight of victims 
within this hidden, virtually inescapable 
world and emphasises its global reach. 
Based on true stories, it also emphasises 
the need for hope. This powerful story is 
conveyed through the various disciplines 
of dance — contemporary, hip-hop and 
Indian classical, the function of which 
reflects the emotive content of the 
production.

About the company
The Rokeya Project is named after Rokeya 
Sakhawat Hossain, a revolutionary figure 
in Indian and Bengali history; an ecologist, 
a human rights activist and a campaigner 
for education across India and 
Bangladesh. The Rokeya Project uses her 
ideologies to build cross-continental links 
between UK and the world. We address 
these injustices through arts, education 
and discussion in order to explore why 
these issues happen; how we feel about it; 
and how together we can work to resolve 
the issues. www.rokeya.co.uk
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Moksha presents
Chitrangada – The Warrior Princess  

Friday 24 & Saturday 25 
November 
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm 
Brady Arts Centre  
English | 75 minutes  
£10/£8 concessions 

Credits
Writer: Rabindranath Tagore 
Direction: Rishi Banerjee 
Lighting: Stuart Walton 
Music: Pramita Mallick, Rishi Banerjee, 
Baikali Kolkata 
Choreography: Sujata Banerjee 
Music arrangement: Subrata Mukherjee 
Dancers: Jaina Modasia, Suchismita 
Ganguly, Mithun Gill, Sriparna Banerjee, 
Divya Srivastava, Shivani Sethia, Saloni 
Saraf, Isha Mehta, Monica Majumdar 
Actors: Subhaluxmi Mukherjee and 
Nayanika Kochar

Synopsis
Chitrangada, inspired by the epic 
Mahabharata, is the story of an 
independent-spirited princess. Skilled in 
archery and horsemanship she meets 
prince Arjuna and falls in love. She is 
rejected for the lack of her feminine charm 
and beauty. Enraged Chitrangada turns 
to Cupid and is bestowed with all the 
feminine graces she needs to win over 
Arjuna. She is deeply disturbed by her 
borrowed beauty. In time Arjuna realises 
that the true essence of a woman lies 
beyond her external beauty. 

Though she loves Arjuna she does not 
hesitate to assert her rights to be his 
equal and accept her for who she is. She 
declares, “I am Chitrangada, neither a 
goddess nor an ordinary woman. If you 
let me by your side at the darkest hour, let 
me be your friend, let me share your joys 
and sorrows only then shall you know me.” 

This novel approach to a Tagore dance 
drama also uses martial arts to tell a 
classic Bengali story using a contemporary 
setting.

About the company 
Moksha is a UK performing arts 
organisation set up in 2006 to enhance the 
practice, understanding and appreciation 
of Indian music, culture and heritage. 

It aims to inspire audiences and change 
lives by nurturing excellence in Tagore 
music, dance, teachings and philosophy.



Theatre Bangla UK presents
Hason Raza 

Sunday 26 November 
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm 
Brady Arts Centre  
Bangla | 70 minutes  
£8/£5 concessions 

Credits
Director: Ishrat Nishat 
Writer: Mustak Ahmed 
Assistant director and music: Amirul Islam 
Chowdhury Babu 
Costume and stage: Pran Ray 
Lighting director: Ishrat Nishat 
Cast: Ashraf Choudhury, Ashraful Alom, Joy 
Deb Dulu, Shahidul Islam, Suaib Adomjee, 
Ravi Chowdhury, Ruje Rahman, Amira Ali, 
Hemayeth Kabir Shipar, Tarek Chowdhury, 
Zamal Babul and Monju Haque

Synopsis 
This uniquely crafted musical play follows 
the poetic journey of Hason Raza, a  
legendary character of Bengali folklore 
and a real, historical figure. It sheds light 
on his enchanting life story, the search 
for a divine truth and the moment of 
awakening.  

The message is imparted in a folklore 
tradition and allows his philosophy to 
reach a newer and younger audience.

About the company 
Theatre Bangla UK brings artists together 
from all over the UK. With a shared vision 
and common social understanding, 
members strive to reach a wider audience 
through a range of cultural events that 
celebrate their Bengali heritage.
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

1 2

6 7 8 9

13 14 15 16

20 21 22 23

27 28 29 30

Talk: 100 Years 
of Bengali Media 
in UK  
QMUL Free

Theatre 
Un-conference  
AP 11.30am-3pm

Talk: In Search of 
Nil Darpan  
The Space Free

Talk: Rohingya:  
The Forgotten 
Bengalis?  
QMUL Free

Adventures of 
Bengali Pioneers 
from Voyagers to
Entrepeneurs  
Museum of  
Docklands 6pm Free

Talk:  
A Conversation 
with Asadul Islam  
6pm, Idea Store, 
Whitechapel Free

Silk River Forever 
Hoorah!  
5.30pm BAC Free

Sold  
The Space £10/£8
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FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY VENUES

Calendar 2017
3 4 5

10 11 12

17 18 19

24 25 26

Exhibitions  
3-26 November
The Silk River
BAC  
Retrospective KNC
The Café BAC

East  
RM
Noddiyo Notim  
BAC £10/£5

Bangla Music 
Festival  
KNC
Silent Sisters — 
Brother Unhinged  
RM

Sold  
The Space £10/£8
Hope N Mic  
KNC £5
Chitrangada  
BAC £10/£8

A Classical
Sufi Night  
KNC 7.30pm
The Café  
BAC £8/£5
After the Summer  
RM £10/£8

Noddiyo Notim  
BAC £10/£5
Oscar and The 
Lady in Pink  
QMUL

Rup Katha BAC
Bengali History 
Walk 11am
Altab Ali Park
Silent Sisters — 
Brother Unhinged  
RM

Sold  
The Space £10/£8
Chitrangada  
BAC £10/£8

Jahaji   
6.30pm BAC 
After the Summer  
RM £10/£8

Oscar and The 
Lady in Pink  
QMUL
Ghor Jamai  
BAC

Mukhosh  
5.30pm BAC £10/£8

Hason Raza 
BAC

Tickets cost £8/£5 concessions (unless otherwise stated)
Doors open at 7pm, shows start at 7.30pm (unless otherwise stated)
 
More information:
020 7364 7900
festivalsandevents@towerhamlets.gov.uk | www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/arts
To book tickets, go to http://aseasonofbangladrama2017.eventbrite.com
Booking fees apply

Art Pavilion (AP)
Clinton Road, off 
Grove Road, E1 4QY

Brady Arts  
Centre (BAC)
192-196 Hanbury 
Street, E1 5HU

Idea Store, 
Whitechapel
321 Whitechapel 
Road, E1 1BU

Kobi Nazrul Centre 
(KNC) 
30 Hanbury Street, 
E1 6QR 

Museum of London 
Docklands 
No.1 Warehouse, West 
India Quay, E14 4AL

Rich Mix (RM) 
5-47 Bethnal Green 
Road, E1 6LA

Queen Mary  
University of London 
(QMUL) 
Mile End Road,  
E1 4NS

The Space
Westferry Road,  
E14 3RS
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‘A’ Team Arts presents
Exhibition: The Silk River Project 

Friday 3 - 
Sunday 26 November 
Brady Arts Centre  

This exhibition charts the development of the Silk River 
project with involvement from the council’s youth arts division, 
‘A’ Team Arts.

Silk River explores the unique relationship between London 
and Kolkata through artistic exchange between communities 
along the Thames Estuary and India’s Hooghly River.

The project concludes with two river walks, one in each city, 
which reveal stories of 20 communities through performances 
and 20 giant, hand-painted Bengali silk scrolls, one of which 
was created by ‘A’ Team Arts.

‘A’ Team Arts has been involved through performance and 
visual arts at evening and weekend sessions and intensive 
summer schools.

This culminated in a day of performances as part of the 
Totally Thames Festival in September, with site-specific 
installations which traced the footsteps of migrant Huguenots 
and other migrant communities that have contributed to the 
local textile industry.

This exhibition features the Tower Hamlets scroll with 
supporting designs, samples and photographs of the walk.

In addition there is a display of the silk leaves that formed 
part of the ‘Mulberry Tree of Aspiration’ installation at 
Mulberry school, reflecting on the theme -  ‘yesterday, today, 
tomorrow’.

You can make your own ‘leaf of aspiration’ at a drop-in 
workshop, from 5.30-7pm - on 16 November.
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Tower Hamlets Arts and Events Team presents

Mukul & Ghetto Tigers and Surtaal present

A Season of Bangla Drama Retrospective

A Classical Sufi Night with Marina Ahmad

Friday 3 - 
Sunday 26 November 
Kobi Nazrul Centre  

To celebrate 15 years of A Season 
of Bangla Drama, this exhibition 
encompasses a retrospective of the 
combined output since 2003.

It will feature the varying graphic styles 
from a number of promotional campaigns 
as well as photographs of the festivals, 
highlighting the enormous variety of talent 
on display over the last decade and a 
half.

Saturday 4 November 
Doors 7pm | Starts 7.30pm 
Kobi Nazrul Centre  
£8/£5 concessions 

Marina Ahmad has had the rare privilege 
of studying the classical music of Mewati 
Gharana under Pandit Jasraj, the maestro 
of North Indian classical music. She plays 
the classical music of Jaipur gharana 
with Manik Bhide. Marina has a wide 
repertoire and also performs thumri, 
ghazal and bhajan. Recently she has 
experimented with fusing jazz and Indian 
classical music, and released Prothom 
Kabita — a selection of Bengali songs.  



London Bangla Press Club presents 

Charan Cultural Centre presents

TALK: 100 Years of Bengali Media in the UK

TALK: Rohingya: The Forgotten Bengalis?

Tuesday 7 November 
Doors 7pm | Starts 7.30pm 
Arts Two, QMUL Free  

The history of Bengali print media in the 
UK goes back to the fortnightly journal 
Satyavani, which was published from  
1 November 1916 until 22 February 1918. 
There were no other Bengali printed 
publications till Jagat Barta in 1940. More 
recently, since the late 60s, more than 100 
Bengali journals have been published. 
The oldest surviving Bengali newspaper 
is Janamot, which is now in its 49th year. 
At its peak period, from 2010–2016, 
there were around 15 weeklies published 
from London. Bengali newspapers have 
been a strong voice against racism and 

discrimination, helping make readers 
aware of their rights. They have also 
played a key part in getting first and 
second-generation British Bengladeshis 
involved in mainstream politics so that 
they can integrate and contribute more to 
wider society. 

Wednesday 8 November 
Doors 7pm | Starts 7.30pm 
Arts One, Pinter Studio, QMUL 
Free

According to the United Nations, the 
Rohingya people are facing “crimes 
against humanity” in Myanmar. It has 
been alleged that they face “summary 
executions, enforced disappearances, 
arbitrary arrests and detention, torture 
and ill-treatment and forced labour”.

Myanmar’s military rulers created a law 
depriving Rohingyas of citizenship, which 
has been upheld by the current civil 
administration led by Aung San Suu Kyi. 

So, who are the Rohingyas? Where did 
they come from and why did they make 
Rakhine state of Myanmar their home?

This talk delves into the history of 
migration during the Bengali Sultanate, 
and the Portuguese and Mogh slave 
trade, as well as the colonial migration 
that took place during the British rule of 
India. All of these point to an undeniable 
connection between the Rohingyas and 
the Bengalis. 
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#LoveTheatreDay presents

TALK: A conversation with Asadul Islam  

Theatre Un-conference/TheatreCampUK  

Thursday 9 November 
6pm 
Idea Store Whitechapel 
Free  

Playwright and director Asadul Islam joins 
us from Dhaka to share his experiences 
of more than 25 years in theatre. His 
insights and anecdotes are drawn from 
scriptwriting acting, producing, designing 
and more.  He established the family-run 
company Mad Theatre which is in the UK 
to perform Noddiyo Notim. Extracts will be 
performed to whet your appetite.

Tuesday 14 November 
11am-3pm 
Art Pavilion, Grove Road, E3 
Free  

This forum is for anyone who enjoys, 
works in, or wants to work in theatre, with 
attendees given the opportunity to pitch 
ideas for discussion. It is a chance to talk 
about ideas in a nurturing environment 
which encourages dialogue, or you might 
just want to listen.  

People share their ideas for a session 
and four or five are chosen. Those not 
speaking can choose which talk they’d like 
to attend. 

The talks are usually less than an hour. As 
a speaker, this doesn’t mean you’re forced 
to talk for 60 minutes - you simply get the 
conversation going with your thoughts/
ideas and others join in with theirs. 

Not a one-way street but a conversation 
– a participative day for asking questions 
and challenging norms. 
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‘A’ Team Arts presents

Saudha Society of Poetry and Indian Music presents

Silk River Forever Hoorah!

Bangla Music Festival: Pala Gaan

Thursday 16 November 
5.30pm 
Brady Arts Centre  
Free  

Silk River Forever Hoorah! is adapted for 
the stage and devised as part of the Silk 
River performance walk by the House of 
Talent youth. This production follows the 
changing migration, trade and social 
landscape of Tower Hamlets through song, 
drama, spoken word and declamatory 
storytelling.

This year ‘A’ Team Arts has worked with 
internationally-renowned arts organisation 
Kinetika on Silk River, an ambitious project 
exploring the unique relationship between 

London and Kolkata, through artistic 
exchange between communities along the 
Thames Estuary and India’s Hooghly River.

Its performing arts group, House of Talent, 
along with director Dr Canan Salih, 
devised a site-specific performance to tell 
stories of inspirational people from Tower 
Hamlets yesterday, today and tomorrow.  

‘A’ Team Arts is the council’s arts service 
for young people who live, work or study 
in Tower Hamlets. It delivers projects for 
young people in schools, youth clubs and 
its studios at the Brady Arts Centre in 
Whitechapel. 

Friday 17 November 
Doors 7pm | Starts 7.30pm 
Kobi Nazrul Centre  
£5  

As part of Saudha’s Bangla Music 
Festival, this session features a talk on the 
theatrical element in Bangla Pala Gaan 
(Bengali folk ballad) by the director of 
an acclaimed musical presentation of 
Binonder Kiccha - the story of a gallinule 
hunter, TM Ahmed Kaysher. A brief 
presentation from the popular Pala Gaan, 
Gazi Kalur Kiccha, will be staged after the 
talk.  
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Swadhinata Trust presents
Bengali History Walk 

TALK: In Search of Nil Darpan

Saturday 18 November 
11am 
Altab Ali Park  
£8/£5 concessions   

The Banglatown walk and talk is aimed at 
anybody interested in Bengali migration 
and settlement in the East End. It is an 
opportunity to learn about the Bengali 
community’s history and heritage, and the 
lives of people with diverse backgrounds 
and experiences, values and customs, 
exploring both the value of multiculturalism 
and the tensions it creates. The walk and 
talk will look at the legacy of the British 
Empire as migration from the colonies 
continued throughout the 20th century.

Tuesday 21 November 
Doors 7pm | Starts 7.30pm 
The Space  
Free   

In 1860, Dinabandhu Mitra’s drama Nil 
Darpan told a shattering story about the 
Bengal region which was terrorised by 
British indigo planters. In 2016, award-
winning playwright Ben Musgrave 
travelled to Bangladesh in order to 
find out what the play, and indeed the 
history of indigo cultivation, still means 
to the country. In his presentation, Ben 
will talk about his remarkable journey to 
Bangladesh, and this unique and troubling 
part of Bengali history.
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Brit Bangla presents

Hope n Mic presents

TALK: Adventures of Bengali Pioneers from  
Voyagers to Entrepreneurs

Sweet November Tumri and Ghazals

Wednesday 22 November 
6pm 
Museum of London Docklands 
Free  

This talk, with stories and photos, provides 
a glimpse into the world of Bengali 
seamen during the time of the British 
Empire, from the late 18th century to 
the 1960s. There will also be a chance 
to network over refreshments. A unique 
evening of reminiscence is based on true 
stories passed down through generations. 
The spoken word will be complemented 
by Bengali music.

Real family stories include those by Zac 
Miah and Shahida Rahman. 

Zac Miah, a barrister, recently searched 
through the Greenwich Maritime Museum’s 
shipping archives for a record of his 
dad arriving in the UK in 1937. Shahida 
Rahman, the author of Lascars, will share 
the story of her parents who arrived in 
1957 to settle in Cambridge. 

Optional: Arrive at 5pm for a free short 
tour of the museum.

Friday 24 November 
Doors 7pm | Show 7.30pm 
Kobi Nazrul Centre 
£5  

This evening of Indian classical music will 
explore the influence of the ancient, wide-
ranging and poetic genre of Ghazal.  This 
will include evening and night raagas, 
such as romantic Yemen, nimble Tilak 
Kamod and sentimental Khamaj, showing 
their diverse uses and contexts. Further 
examples include Tumri, Nazrul and 
Bollywood, better known through popular 
culture and the enduring themes of love 
and separation.  

All proceeds will go to supporting the 
Brothel Children of Bangladesh charitable 
initiative.
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International Television Channel Europe LTD

Watch on SKY 838

www.europentv.com
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‘A’ Team Arts presents 

Raw Talent 
Drop the Knife and Unite

9 December 2017
Doors Open: 6:30pm – Starting: 7:00pm

Brady Arts Centre, 192-196 Hanbury Street, London E1 5HU

Entertainment Industry Professionals on the judging panel. 
Dancers/ Rappers/ Music Video/ Singers  

If you are aged between 13-19 years (25 with SEN) live, study or work in 
Tower Hamlets come and compete in our contest

AUDITIONS – BOOK YOUR SLOT:
23-27 October from 6-9pm Brady Arts Centre

Deadline for electronic submissions: 27 Oct – 20 Nov 

TEL: 020 7364 7912 
MOBILE: 07947 884279
EMAIL: canan.salih@towerhamlets.gov.uk
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Betar Bangla broadcasting live, 24 hours a day, 
all over the world.

‘A’ Team Arts presents 

Raw Talent 
Drop the Knife and Unite

9 December 2017
Doors Open: 6:30pm – Starting: 7:00pm

Brady Arts Centre, 192-196 Hanbury Street, London E1 5HU

Entertainment Industry Professionals on the judging panel. 
Dancers/ Rappers/ Music Video/ Singers  

If you are aged between 13-19 years (25 with SEN) live, study or work in 
Tower Hamlets come and compete in our contest

AUDITIONS – BOOK YOUR SLOT:
23-27 October from 6-9pm Brady Arts Centre

Deadline for electronic submissions: 27 Oct – 20 Nov 

TEL: 020 7364 7912 
MOBILE: 07947 884279
EMAIL: canan.salih@towerhamlets.gov.uk
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Log on for what’s on! 
 
Brochure information correct at the time 
of going to print. However, this may 
be subject to change. For up to date 
programme information, go to  
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/arts  

Feed back (and win)!
We would love to hear your views 
about A Season of Bangla Drama and 
would be grateful if you could take a 
few minutes to fill out a short survey –  
AND you can be in with a chance to 
win a £30 Amazon voucher. 
 
Please log on to  
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2017SBD
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